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Decolonizing Museum Practice 
Informed and inspired by the work of Amy Lonetree (Ho-Chunk) 

 

 Decolonizing practices at the Abbe are collaborative with tribal communities. We 

are open to and actively seek ideas for projects or initiatives from our Native 

advisors and stakeholders. Native collaboration needs to happen at the beginning 

and throughout the life of the project.  

 Decolonizing museum practices privilege Native perspective and voice. When we 

prioritize the accounts and observations of Indigenous scholars and informants, the 

story broadens, expands, shifts, offering non-oppressed perspectives of Native 

history and culture. 

 Decolonizing museum practices include the full measure of history, ensuring truth-

telling and the inclusion of difficult stories. Issues around water quality, hunting 

and fishing rights, and mascots are connected to the past and the present. When we 

present this full history we have a better opportunity to identify harmful statements 

and practices. 

 

If you want to start learning about decolonizing museums: 

Decolonizing Museums: Representing Native America in National and Tribal 

Museums, Amy Lonetree, 2012, University of North Carolina Press. 
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