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Who We Are



How might schools and museums 
work together to better help 
students connect with history, 
art, and their communities?



Project Based Learning
Authenti  p oje ts that en a e students ith 

ele ant lea nin  e pe ien es, o e  student 
oi e and hoi e, e ui e olla o ation, the 

de elopment o  eal- o ld skills, and in ol e 
multi a eted assessment.  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnzCGNnU_WM


PMM & SDMHS
Having a museum in the backyard  

makes for easier collaboration!

- Students have free admission to PMM
- Museum is 2 blocks away - no bus needed, no 

field trip hassle
- Connections to local history and economy make 

for easy curricular connection



Project Examples



Then & Now
▧ Colla o ation et een photo 

a hi ist Ke in Johnson and 
tea he  Leslie G e o

▧ D i in  Questions: Ho  has the 
lands ape and st eets ape 

han ed, sta ed the same? 
Ho  ha e the e onomi s o  the 
a ea han ed?

▧ Students hose histo i  ima es 
o  su oundin  a ea om the 
PMM a hi es and took photos 
o  the mode n-da  e ui alents



SDHS Multimedia Class
▧ Colla o ation e  into on oin  p oje t ith SDHS 

Multimedia Class

▧ Students desi ned e hi its and mo ies elated to 
p o am themes: tou ism, ship e ks and disaste s at 
sea, and ma ine o upations o  Sea spo t. 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwbgIgxK-cXiNEhkLUFRS2JNT2c/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwbgIgxK-cXiSmRaay1tSktJb2c/preview


History Chests
▧ th ade students o kin  /PMM Cu ato , ELA 

tea he  and a So ial Studies tea he

▧ D i in  Question: Ho  does the Peno s ot Ri e  and 
Ba  impa t ou  ommunit ?

▧ Students used PMM esou es and a ti a ts, eatin  
museum e hi its that onne t an aspe t o  the impa t 
o  the Ba  ith the p esent da .



▧ D i in  Question: What do people sa e 
and a  in thei  sea a s  hen the  

o to a  o  join the me hant ma ine?

▧ Students hose o je ts a ied  
milita  and me hant ma ine s om 
the PMM olle tions, inte ie ed 

ete ans at Cole T anspo tation 
Museum, and eated a photo e hi it. 

▧ Inte ie ed 5 lo al ets and told thei  
sto  th ou h items om the 

olle tion, installin  the o je ts in the 
Sea a  Visi le Lea nin  Cente  at 
PMM. 

A Soldier’s Seabag



A Soldier’s Seabag
▧ These students etu ned to the 

e hi ition openin  a te  
aduation.

▧ Hi hl  en a ed and 
moti ated oup - e en 
thou h these e e not 
top a ademi  a hie e s 
o  onside ed 
t aditionall  hi h 
a hie in  students.



The Meaning of Penobscot Bay
▧ Colla o ation et een 7th  So ial 

Studies tea he  Kim Laplant, Te h 
Inte ato  Susan Cap ell, and 
Cu ato  Cippe l  Good om PMM

▧ Goal as to onne t students to lo al 
histo  and help them de elop 
p esentation/p oje t skills in the 
s hool s Make spa e.

▧ D i in  Question: What ole has 
Peno s ot Ba  & Ri e  pla ed in 
people s li es in the past? What ole 
does it pla  toda ? What ole ill it 
pla  in the utu e?



plan esea h 
& uild e hi it

A Deeper Dive 
into the Process



Planning
▧ Tea he s de ised d a t o  plan and asi  

alenda
▧ Conta ted Cu ato  & met to e plo e 

esou es, de elop ideas, and plan ent  
e ent  and museum isit

▧ Tea he s honed in on the d i in  uestions 
and de eloped mate ials u i s, esea h 
mate ials, uidin  a ti ities, et .



Research
▧ Ent  e ent - students alked to PMM and 

sat in the Li a , at hed sho t int o ideo 
and e ei ed thei  assi nment.

▧ Students e e oken into e pe t  oups to 
e amine a spe i i  an le o  the d i in  

uestion, then ompleted indi idual uided 
esea h



Research
▧ Students isited PMM s 

Me ithe  House, had a 
tou , and used a uided 
e hi it anal sis o ksheet

▧ In oups, students d a ted 
ans e s to the d i in  

uestions in p epa ation o  
eatin  thei  e hi its.



Design & Build
▧ Wo kin  ith the Te h Inte ato  in the 

s hool s Make spa e, student oups desi ned 
& onst u ted ohesi e multimedia e hi its



Exhibition Night
▧ S hool o i ials, iends, 

amil , and the pu li  
e e in ited to an 

e hi ition ni ht he e 
students set up thei  
inal e hi its in 

di e ent spa es in the 
PMM s Me ithe  
House.









Some Pitfalls & Things to Know
- PBL is mo e  o k o  tea he s and sta  than 

e ula  ield t ips o  lass p oje ts - i  time 
ommitment.

- No matte  ho  mu h plannin  ou do, the e ill 
ne e  e enou h time, and the s hedule ill ne e  

o k out like ou planned.

- Be p epa ed to eate additional esou es on the 
l  to suppo t student o k and unde standin .

- Be su e to e on top o  pu li it  i  ou ant a 
pu li  audien e.

- Communi ation is ke : make su e that the s hool 
sta  and museum sta  a e  on the same pa e.



So, why do it?



Authentic Connections
▧ Li elon  lea nin : t o aduated students ho had 

een in ol ed in past p oje ts etu ned to PMM this 
summe  to e p o ammin  inte ns. 

▧ En a in  students and the ommunit  not 
onl  ene its a ademi s, it ene its the 
students and the museum. 

▧ Tea he s epo t thei  
students ha e ette  
unde standin  o  ontent, 
imp o ed sel - on iden e, 
and hi he  en a ement 

ith s hool



Getting Started
- Reach out to local schools to see how your 

organization can dovetail with teachers are 
already doing

- Look into PBL
- Resources for PBL - Edutopia
- See Example Projects

- Think Big! What do you want to accomplish 
with your collection, and how might schools, 
teachers, and students help?

https://www.edutopia.org/project-based-learning-getting-started-resources
http://www.bie.org/project_search/results/search&channel=project_search&category=301&&306&ps_first=301&ps_second=306/


Thanks!

An  uestions?
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