
Project Based Learning
Museums + Schools + Authentic Learning Collaborations

PRESENTATION MATERIALS:
goo.gl/iKkybk



Susan Capǃell
Teĉhnoloİǉ InteİƎation Speĉialist and TeaĉheƎ
RSU ȃȁ, SeaƎspoƎt
t - @msĉapǃell     sĉapǃell@Ǝsuȃȁ.oƎİ

CippeƎlǉ Good
CuƎatoƎ/Colleĉtions ManaİeƎ

PenoĈsĉot MaƎine Museum, SeaƎspoƎt
ĉİood@pmm-maine.oƎİ

Who We Are



ɦ
How might schools and museums 
work together to better help 
students connect with history, 
art, and their communities?



Project Based Learning
Authentiĉ pƎojeĉts that enİaİe students ǃith 
Ǝeleǂant leaƎninİ eǈpeƎienĉes, oįįeƎ student 
ǂoiĉe and ĉhoiĉe, ƎeƍuiƎe ĉollaĈoƎation, the 

deǂelopment oį Ǝeal-ǃoƎld skills, and inǂolǂe 
multiįaĉeted assessment.  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnzCGNnU_WM


PMM & SDMHS
Having a museum in the Őbackyardő 

makes for easier collaboration!

- Students have free admission to PMM
- Museum is 2 blocks away - no bus needed, no 

field trip hassle
- Connections to local history and economy make 

for easy curricular connection



Project Examples



Then & Now
▧ CollaĈoƎation Ĉetǃeen photo 

aƎĉhiǂist Keǂin Johnson and 
teaĉheƎ Leslie GƎeİoƎǉ

▧ DƎiǂinİ Questions: Hoǃ has the 
landsĉape and stƎeetsĉape 
ĉhanİed, staǉed the same? 
Hoǃ haǂe the eĉonomiĉs oį the 
aƎea ĉhanİed?

▧ Students ĉhose histoƎiĉ imaİes 
oį suƎƎoundinİ aƎea įƎom the 
PMM aƎĉhiǂes and took photos 
oį the modeƎn-daǉ eƍuiǂalents



SDHS Multimedia Class
▧ CollaĈoƎation İƎeǃ into onİoinİ pƎojeĉt ǃith SDHS 

Multimedia Class

▧ Students desiİned eǈhiĈits and moǂies Ǝelated to 
pƎoİƎam themes: touƎism, shipǃƎeĉks and disasteƎs at 
sea, and maƎine oĉĉupations oį SeaƎspoƎt. 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwbgIgxK-cXiNEhkLUFRS2JNT2c/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwbgIgxK-cXiSmRaay1tSktJb2c/preview


History Chests
▧ Ȃȁth İƎade students ǃoƎkinİ ǃ/PMM CuƎatoƎ, ELA 

teaĉheƎ and a Soĉial Studies teaĉheƎ

▧ DƎiǂinİ Question: Hoǃ does the PenoĈsĉot RiǂeƎ and 
Baǉ impaĉt ouƎ ĉommunitǉ?

▧ Students used PMM ƎesouƎĉes and aƎtiįaĉts, ĉƎeatinİ 
museum eǈhiĈits that ĉonneĉt an aspeĉt oį the impaĉt 
oį the Baǉ ǃith the pƎesent daǉ.



▧ DƎiǂinİ Question: What do people saǂe 
and ĉaƎƎǉ in theiƎ ɦseaĈaİsɧ ǃhen theǉ 
İo to ǃaƎ oƎ join the meƎĉhant maƎine?

▧ Students ĉhose oĈjeĉts ĉaƎƎied Ĉǉ 
militaƎǉ and meƎĉhant maƎineƎs įƎom 
the PMM ĉolleĉtions, inteƎǂieǃed 
ǂeteƎans at Cole TƎanspoƎtation 
Museum, and ĉƎeated a photo eǈhiĈit. 

▧ InteƎǂieǃed 5 loĉal ǂets and told theiƎ 
stoƎǉ thƎouİh items įƎom the 
ĉolleĉtion, installinİ the oĈjeĉts in the 
SeaĈaİ VisiĈle LeaƎninİ CenteƎ at 
PMM. 

A Soldier’s Seabag



A Soldier’s Seabag
▧ These students ƎetuƎned to the 

eǈhiĈition openinİ aįteƎ 
İƎaduation.

▧ Hiİhlǉ enİaİed and 
motiǂated İƎoup - eǂen 
thouİh these ǃeƎe not 
top aĉademiĉ aĉhieǂeƎs 
oƎ ĉonsideƎed 
tƎaditionallǉ hiİh 
aĉhieǂinİ students.



The Meaning of Penobscot Bay
▧ CollaĈoƎation Ĉetǃeen 7th İƎ Soĉial 

Studies teaĉheƎ Kim Laplant, Teĉh 
InteİƎatoƎ Susan Capǃell, and 
CuƎatoƎ CippeƎlǉ Good įƎom PMM

▧ Goal ǃas to ĉonneĉt students to loĉal 
histoƎǉ and help them deǂelop 
pƎesentation/pƎojeĉt skills in the 
sĉhoolɩs MakeƎspaĉe.

▧ DƎiǂinİ Question: What Ǝole has 
PenoĈsĉot Baǉ & RiǂeƎ plaǉed in 
peopleɩs liǂes in the past? What Ǝole 
does it plaǉ todaǉ? What Ǝole ǃill it 
plaǉ in the įutuƎe?



plan ƎeseaƎĉh 
& Ĉuild eǈhiĈit

A Deeper Dive 
into the Process



Planning
▧ TeaĉheƎs deǂised dƎaįt oį plan and Ĉasiĉ 

ĉalendaƎ
▧ Contaĉted CuƎatoƎ & met to eǈploƎe 

ƎesouƎĉes, deǂelop ideas, and plan ɨentƎǉ 
eǂentɩ and museum ǂisit

▧ TeaĉheƎs honed in on the dƎiǂinİ ƍuestions 
and deǂeloped mateƎials ɘƎuĈƎiĉs, ƎeseaƎĉh 
mateƎials, İuidinİ aĉtiǂities, etĉ.ə



Research
▧ EntƎǉ eǂent - students ǃalked to PMM and 

sat in the LiĈƎaƎǉ, ǃatĉhed shoƎt intƎo ǂideo 
and Ǝeĉeiǂed theiƎ assiİnment.

▧ Students ǃeƎe ĈƎoken into ɨeǈpeƎtɩ İƎoups to 
eǈamine a speĉiįiĉ anİle oį the dƎiǂinİ 
ƍuestion, then ĉompleted indiǂidual İuided 
ƎeseaƎĉh



Research
▧ Students ǂisited PMMɩs 

MeƎitheǃ House, had a 
touƎ, and used a İuided 
eǈhiĈit analǉsis ǃoƎksheet

▧ In İƎoups, students dƎaįted 
ansǃeƎs to the dƎiǂinİ 
ƍuestions in pƎepaƎation įoƎ 
ĉƎeatinİ theiƎ eǈhiĈits.



Design & Build
▧ WoƎkinİ ǃith the Teĉh InteİƎatoƎ in the 

sĉhoolɩs MakeƎspaĉe, student İƎoups desiİned 
& ĉonstƎuĉted ĉohesiǂe multimedia eǈhiĈits



Exhibition Night
▧ Sĉhool oįįiĉials, įƎiends, 

įamilǉ, and the puĈliĉ 
ǃeƎe inǂited to an 
eǈhiĈition niİht ǃheƎe 
students set up theiƎ 
įinal eǈhiĈits in 
diįįeƎent spaĉes in the 
PMMɩs MeƎitheǃ 
House.









Some Pitfalls & Things to Know
- PBL is moƎe  ǃoƎk įoƎ teaĉheƎs and staįį than 

ƎeİulaƎ įield tƎips oƎ ĉlass pƎojeĉts - Ĉiİ time 
ĉommitment.

- No matteƎ hoǃ muĉh planninİ ǉou do, theƎe ǃill 
neǂeƎ Ĉe enouİh time, and the sĉhedule ǃill neǂeƎ 
ǃoƎk out like ǉou planned.

- Be pƎepaƎed to ĉƎeate additional ƎesouƎĉes on the 
įlǉ to suppoƎt student ǃoƎk and undeƎstandinİ.

- Be suƎe to Ĉe on top oį puĈliĉitǉ iį ǉou ǃant a 
puĈliĉ audienĉe.

- Communiĉation is keǉ: make suƎe that the sĉhool 
staįį and museum staįį aƎe  on the same paİe.



So, why do it?



Authentic Connections
▧ Liįelonİ leaƎninİ: tǃo İƎaduated students ǃho had 

Ĉeen inǂolǂed in past pƎojeĉts ƎetuƎned to PMM this 
summeƎ to Ĉe pƎoİƎamminİ inteƎns. 

▧ Enİaİinİ students and the ĉommunitǉ not 
onlǉ Ĉeneįits aĉademiĉs, it Ĉeneįits the 
students and the museum. 

▧ TeaĉheƎs ƎepoƎt theiƎ 
students haǂe ĈetteƎ 
undeƎstandinİ oį ĉontent, 
impƎoǂed selį-ĉonįidenĉe, 
and hiİheƎ enİaİement 
ǃith sĉhool



Getting Started
- Reach out to local schools to see how your 

organization can dovetail with teachers are 
already doing

- Look into PBL
- Resources for PBL - Edutopia
- See Example Projects

- Think Big! What do you want to accomplish 
with your collection, and how might schools, 
teachers, and students help?

https://www.edutopia.org/project-based-learning-getting-started-resources
http://www.bie.org/project_search/results/search&channel=project_search&category=301&&306&ps_first=301&ps_second=306/


Thanks!

Anǉ ƍuestions?
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